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Tena Koutou Katoa
What a great start to the year we have had. Classes are settling really
well, learning is engaging and exciting, and staff are impressed with the
way their students have begun the year.

The highlight in Term 1 is of course our swimming programme. As well as
a welcome reprieve in this hot weather we have had, the swimming skills
and water safety are an important part of our curriculum. We are very
fortunate to have Sarah Hall working alongside staff as an experienced
swim coach and we really notice the difference in the rapid progress for
children. There is also a wide range of other opportunities available for our
students from our enthusiastic and talented staff and it is great to see
increasing numbers of children taking up these opportunities.

UPCOMING EVENTS

9th March 2020—2nd cohort of
New Entrants start date
10th March 2020— Y4 Swimming
Sports
11th March 2020—Y5-6 Swimming
Sports

13 March 2020—Staff Only
Day
09 April 2020—Last Day of Term 1

You will have noticed that most weeks donations of bread products have
continued this year due to the generosity of the Salvation Army and local
supermarkets and no doubt they are a welcome addition for households
when they come home. Our school community certainly appreciates the
extra support we get from other agencies.
We are looking forward to the rest of the term and all the fun and learning
it will bring. Nga Mihinui. Annmaree MacGregor

10 April 2020—Good Friday
28 April 2020—Anzac Day
observed
29 April 2020—First day of Term 2
13-15 May—Year 5 Camp

Welcomes
We are pleased to welcome our new member of staff, Mr Matt Seymour, who joins us in our new New Entrants
class this term. We hope you enjoy your time here Matua Matt and are looking forward to working alongside
you as a new group of students begin their learning journey at Onerahi Primary.
Matua Matt shares his journey with us below.
Matt has been a teacher now going on 12 years and has a background in ECE.
Originally from Wellington he moved here with his family in 2015.
He has 2 children currently with another one on the way. Matt enjoys sports and
music and is able to play a range of instruments. We have heard his singing voice
is not too bad either. Maybe we can encourage him to lead our songs in
future assemblies?

We are pleased to welcome our 2nd new entrant cohort to the school as well and
hope you too enjoy being part of the Onerahi Primary School Whanau.

IMPORTANT NOTICES
Information re Teacher only days 2020
The Ministry of Education and NZEI have reached an agreement for teachers to have 8 teacher only days over the
course of the next 3 years. This year, Onerahi Primary School will have 3 of these teacher only days. School will
be closed for all students on the following days:
Term 1—Friday 13th March. Term 2—Monday 11th May. Term 4—Friday 23 October.
We will remind you of these dates closer to the time they fall due.

Senior Camp
Our year 6 students recently headed away to Chosen Valley Christian Camp for a few days of building their capabilities,
confidence and leadership skills. Below some of our students share highlights from their time there.
“The best part about camp was the flying fox. It was the best part probably because I was so nervous but ended up having a
great time. It was way faster than it looks. I went on it 5 times. If we ever go again I will go straight to the flying fox”—
Brooklyn Hamilton
“3-2-1 go, the man let go! It was very speedy. Boom, I hit the tyres “Ahh!” I went in my head. “Oh no it’s the big one” I said.
It was so high at the start, it was so scary, then it was fun. I just wanted to go heaps of times”— Lani Hita
“At camp there was this thing called the confidence course. The course had 3 different colours—red, blue and yellow. At the
start it was a bit freaky and there were lots of people waiting in line. There were some teachers and parents supervising.
Underneath the course there was only water and mud. There were ropes you had to use to swing over on. Oh yeah, there
were eels in the water. Some people were quitting and some were going so fast, they had real confidence. Some people
were screaming inside their head – you could tell because of how they looked . You did have to take your time in places and
near the end there were tyres and a net and you had to do some climbing”—Rejaeda Ihaia.

Change to Lunchonline Menu
The following new product(s) will soon be available
on the Onerahi Primary School menu.
Veg Fried Rice $4.70 effective from 09/03/2020
Chicken Fried Rice $5.20 effective from
09/03/2020

RDA 2020
Our group of happy RDA riders have begun their
regular Thursday sessions and are loving them.
This is a great learning opportunity with some good
skills being discovered and it seems a real highlight
of the week.
A big thanks to our Teacher Aides for
supporting our children in this experience and to
Whangarei Riding for the Disabled for their staff
and patient horses.
Michael and Pepsi going through their paces

Ava, Jake and Lucas enjoying a post-ride snack.

Sun safety
Hats, sunglasses, sunscreen.
Hats are compulsory in Terms 1 & 4. Please
provide your child with a hat otherwise they may be
restricted to shaded areas during playbreaks.
Sunglasses help reduce damage to eyes and can
look cool too. The PTA has provided the school
with sunscreen for our children, please remind your
children to ask for sunscreen if they need it.
The school has a number of air-conditioned spaces
available during play breaks which are supervised
and another way for our tamariki to beat the heat.

SCHOOL HOURS
School gates open 8:15am
School begins
9.00am
1st Play Break
11.00 –11.30am
2nd Play Break
1.30—2.00pm
School finishes
3.00pm
There are two eating breaks within
the day, taken at times that suit each
class. Please ask your child's teacher
when their times are.

School Driveway
Please, please do not enter or
leave the school via the staff
driveway. It can be hard to see
your children here and may be
difficult to stop. In the interests of
safety we ask that you enter and
exit the school via one of the
main gates.

Lunches
Bought lunches are available 3 times a week.
Wednesdays—Sushi via Lunchonline
Sushi and Snacks for delivery on a Wednesday can now be ordered via your lunchonline account. Lunch must be ordered no
later than 9am on the Wednesday morning. There is a gluten-free option for both sushi, and snacks.
Thursdays - Lunchonline
Lunches can be ordered on line. Go to www.lunchonline.co.nz. to register an account. Lunches must be ordered no later than
8am on the Thursday morning. There is a wide variety of options.
Fridays - Hells Pizza
A selection of 5 different pizzas only. All $6.00 each. The PTA process these orders and receive $1 per pizza ordered.
Place order form and money in a bag or envelope (these are available at the office on Friday morning) and pop it into the lunch
box on the office counter. Orders must be in by 9:00am on Friday mornings.

Room 15 & 16’s trip to Dragonfly Springs
On Thursday 20th February our whole class went to Dragonfly Springs and watered the plants with 500ml each
on the hill. We started from the top of the hill then worked our way down while the others were doing a
scavenger hunt for foot prints and other things. They found heaps of Cicada shells. It was a boiling hot day, but
it was still fun.
Jake Knox and Carter Cleaver

Carter giving a thirsty plant a drink.

Beau and Cam on the scavenger hunt

Let’s focus on Wellbeing..
Here at Onerahi Primary, we are all about working together for the benefit of our tamariki, so they are best able to
fulfil their potential as learners. Wellbeing is a big part of this, for our staff and families as well as for our students
and in this newsletter we are sharing some tips around connecting.

For more information please go to: https://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/home/ways-to-wellbeing/
1

PTA
Got uniform sitting at home that is no longer required? The PTA would appreciate if this was donated
at the office for 2nd hand uniform sales.
We would like to advise our next AGM is to be held on the 10th of March at 3:15pm at the school in
the library.
We are also still looking for help with the Hell Pizza orders on Friday mornings—if you are able to
spare half an hour or so we would love to see you in the library from 8:30am onwards.

EPro8 Challenge
Pupils from Rm 15 recently participated in the local event of the EPro8 Challenge. This is a competition, an
engineering and problem solving race. Every year over 10,000 students from 900 schools from throughout New
Zealand take part.
Teams compete to:
 build large sized structures
 solve practical problems
 engineer using pulleys, motors, gears, wheels and axles
 invent machines that can complete simple tasks
 undertake unusual and fun experiments.
 construct basic electronic circuits.
solve interesting problems using practical maths
A huge congratulations to the team consisting of Katie Gray, Carter
Cleaver, Izzy Bailey and Jackson Lusty who took out 3rd place on the
day and made it into the year 5/6 finals day. Way to go team

Library Notices
Scholastic:
Issue two of Scholastics book club will be available next week.
Orders can be placed online via https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz or returned to school before the 18th of March.
Orders can be placed online after the 18th of March and delivered directly to your home address, delivery fee will apply.

Honey still available
Great news folks. Supplies are dwindling but we still
have a store of school honey and
honeycomb available through the office.
At $5 a jar this is such good value! Yum!

Cyber Safety
We are sharing our next Digital Safey Information sheet with you, which is on the very popular game Fortnite that many of you
may be familiar with. We encourage you to peruse this to enable you to make informed decisions around its availability and use
for your children.

Community Notices

Welcome to the Northpower Wild Kiwi, an event that will see adventurous kiwis
from all over participating in a number of amazing off-road events. The
Northpower Wild Kiwi will take you into and onto some of the most incredible
terrain and landscapes in one of the most amazing and scenic places in this
country of ours – the Whangarei Heads.
The Whangarei Heads region boast vistas and views like none other, and has some amazing beaches,
tracks and trails that will quite literally knock your running socks off!
Event options include:
1. Northpower Wild Kiwi Multi-sport (individual or teams) – 10km sea kayak, 25km MTB, 14km run (final
3km completed with all team members if participating in a team)
2. Northpower Mild Kiwi Multi-sport (individual or teams) – 5km sea kayak, 18km MTB, 10km run (final
3km completed with all team members if participating in a team)
3. BDO Whangarei 21km run/walk
4. Whangarei District Council 15km run/walk
5. Activ8 Northland 8km run/walk
6. PAK’nSAVE Kids dash

Registration closes on:
Thursday, 2 April 2020 at 12:00 PM - (GMT+12:00) Auckland, Wellington

Short Courses for Busy People

